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sibility for capillary action, which is
eyeater in contoured clasns and wuch
harder te adapt wniformly to the tooth
surface.

Advantages of Clasped Dentures. 1. Cheap-
ness of ennstruction as compared with uvther
forms of attachment for yemovable bridge

wark. 2. The absence of necessity for jm
medinte  destruction  of tooth  substance.

3. Less strain upon supporting natural teeth.

The principal ohjection to clasps, of rourse.
lies in the pessible futnre destruction of tooth
substanee, but, viewed irom all aspects, is il
not the manifest duty of presthodontists to
apply at least some c¢f their talents to the
impravement of a class of work and a type
of denture which is less expensive ani more
generally useful? Can not we now consgtrucl
a clasp with (he minimmun of risk to the
tootl which it encireles, and would it not be
cqually as permissible to ent a eavity awd
protect it with gold Alling or inluy the nurface
which the elasp is Lo touch, as it is 1o remave
a pulp and destioy a quarter or a half of a
tonth, a2 is dene Jor some styles of bridge
work? Indeed, iz it not time Ior a renats-
cance of clasp construction” T think it is!

After many years of keen obgervation, and
after having utilized almest every form ol
attachment koown to the profession, J now

THE NENTAL COSMOS,

and here want to make a plea for a more
grneral use of elasps in the construetion of
all furms of partial deuiures, and wish to
support this plea with this statement: 1
helieve that a gond clasp nzed where andi
cated, and well adapted tu the snpporting
tooth, will in the long vun o less iojury.
Loth in the wav of destructive infuence upon
tcoth structure and in the subsequent loosen-
ing of the tooth, as a whale, from stress and
strain. than any cother form of attachment
now at our command,

That the full seope of advantages and poasi-
Lilities may uhbiain, howeuver, it is af course
pecessarv, fiest, that clasps sheuld be used
only when indicated; second, that all of the
rc-qbui:‘emcnts af a rlasp must he observed tao
the fullest extent: and third, that the form
must be faverahle, and the adapiation w 1he
supparting  tooth geol.  Hart L Goslee,
DENTAL Cosuns, Periscope, May 1183

Ir vonelusion, let me quots Dr. Tracy,
who savs, “Fived bridgework will be used
Jest and less as the rank and file of the
dental profession hecom: awakened to
ite inherent defects aud devastating in-
fluenees and there will be a renaissance
of the removable denture”  W. Do
Tracy. DEnran Cosuns, Deeo IHS,

1074 B Paakway.

Pedodontia with Special Reference to the Use of




Howe’s Silver Nitrate.

By JOHN H. NESSON, D.M.D., Boston, Mass.,

YVISITINS STATTV,

a very umportant position i med-

ern dental practice. Especially is
this true in the care of children’s teeth.
{'nfortunately, too httle emphasis has
hitherto Leen placed on this phase of
dentistry.  There are still too many den-
{at prcuhufuvra who dread the sight of
a child in their office. I they are com-
pelled to work on a child with a tooth-
ache, rarely is the guardian asked to
lvunw the c¢hild back in order that the
necessary work may be completed. This

Diesrat Coedos, Vol I, January 1004
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is not at all befitting professional men.
and the ethics of this procedure is open
{0 qguestion.

Chvor thiriy-Sve years age Dr. Litel
in writing on the care of cluldren’s tmth.
\H\l

Systematic and careful treatment of the
deciduous teeth is a subjeet which rarely re-
the attention which its
requires,

TBetween Lhe ignorance of the guardians of
the child and the want of appreciation of
the value vi Lhe first teeth to the comfort

yeives importance
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