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The Value of Ammoniacal Silver Nitrate and Formalin
in Cavity Preparation and Prophylaxis.

By WM. W. BOOTH, D.D.S., Pittsburgh, Pa.

strated about the sterlization of  Skinner, of Chicago, and used in prophy-

pulrescent rant canals by the methed  lactic work, or cleaning of the teeth, is
lirst advoeated by Dr. Perey Heowe some (umpnnell of potassium indid, 10din crys-
years ago, that the remarkable results tals, glycern and water. This will
are well known. Ilis solutions remain  bleach out the stamn of silver nitrate
today as originally brought cut, but now  quite rapidly. excepting where the tooth
can be ubtained through auy of the is decayed, or affected by decay. The
supply houses, put up in a manuner which stain will not ;nm‘tmte sound dentin,
insures a belter stability of solutioms, and this fact mmi fes oue to distinguish
and are more easily handled than for- decay so easily that the preparation of
merly. So far no adequate or effective  the cavity is .1(4\_:,1111,»115hf.‘d with a fecling
method has hesu worked out to prevent of its being absolutely eclean.
the permanent blackening of the root in
canal work, and i1 18 on account of that
{ear of discoloration that the use of Dr.
Howe's methads is very much limited The technigque can be gmiven briefly:
by maost operators, their prejudices even Afrer the cavity 18 opened up ami the
extending aguainst the use of silver loose deray, or (lébris, is removed, the
nitrate in anv form or uvlave, ammeniacal silver solution s applied

qn much s e written ond demon-  solution  hrowght out by Lo Frank

TRIHNIQUE FOR DETECTING DECAY.
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Dr. Mowe's technique has clearly
demoustrated the fact thal the ammoni-
acal stlver mitrate has a much deeper
penetrating power than just the sato-
rated solution, or the crystals of silver
nitrate, and becanse of the great afhinity
which the formalin has for the ammoni-
acal silver, it 1= possible to sterilize
deeply into the tooth structure. With
the writer, this action of penetration led
him to the use of the solution in cavity
preparalion and prophylactic work, such
as sterihzation of the fissures of newly
erupted teeth, and cbtunding sensitive
gingival margins. At first, it was used
only in the posterior teeth, then as the
fear of discoloration ceased cavitles in
the anterinr teeth were uttempted, with
no resulting stain. By the prompt appli-
cation of odin, an lodid of silver is
formed, whiech, being soluble, js readily
removed with aleohol.  The disclosing
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frealy to the cavity on cotton, care being
taken not to allow any to run out on the
solt tissues 1 rabber dam is not used.
Both the silver solution and the forma-
I have a decided coustie action, sud
while the use of the dam is preferable,
il 18 not necessary if care is exercised.
Allow the ammoniacal stlver solution
to remain Imt a few seconds. Take up
any exeess on cotton and apply the 25
per cent formalin solution and, i it
does not blacken quickly, apply eugenol.
This reaction is quick and the solntion
will berome intensely black. At this
stage of operating, 1t Is only desirable
to show exteut of decay, not especially
for sterilization, so the stain may be
removed immediately. Now apply the
todin dizclosing solution freely. The
product furnished by the supply houses,
and known as Mynol Diselasing Solution,
has been found to be very satisfactory.
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